
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
 

OKANOGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

September 26, 2016 
 

9:00 AM Review Consent Agenda 

  9:30 AM Briefing Among Commissioners –Approve County Vouchers  

10:30 AM Update – Veteran’s Relief Board – Eric Fritts, Dale White 

11:00 AM Quarterly Update – Tonasket VA Clinic – Tosha Tibbs  

11:30 AM Update Public Works Administration – Ben Rough 

11:45 AM Executive Session – Personnel Matters RCW 42.30.110 (g) 

  1:30 PM Public Hearing – Administrative Review – Code OCC 20 – Planning  

  4:30 PM Review Meeting Minutes and Approve   

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on September 

26, 2016, with, Commissioner Jim DeTro, Commissioner Ray Campbell, Commissioner 

Sheilah Kennedy, and Laleña Johns, Clerk of the Board present. 

 

Commissioners convened at 9:00 AM 

 

Review Consent Agenda 

 

Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (1)(g) 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to go into executive session at 10:00 a.m. for 30 minutes 

inviting the Clerk of the Board to discuss performance of a public employee. Motion was 

seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

The board exited at 10:30 no decisions were made.  

 

Briefing Among Commissioners –Approve County Vouchers  

 

Update – Veteran’s Relief Board – Eric Fritts, Dale White 

Dale White, Eric Fritts, Ed Thiele, Michael Stewart 

 

Mr. Fritts provided the board with his Veterans Service Office update. (attached) He 

explained the highlights of the program.  

 

Mr. Stewart explained increases to the program income. The increase from the hospital. 

Choice Program. The program numbers show through veterans they are bringing in several 

million dollars. Developed the program and have plans to build more. They are asking for 

more funding and would like the board to increase the amount from $60,000 to $80,000. 
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Mr. Stewart explained the networking among the veterans and requested additional travel 

money to attend to the state wide veteran program.  

 

Commissioner DeTro stated he felt it was a functional budget and he voted to keep the 

$80,000 but due to the way it was put together it was not approved. He asked Eric to 

discuss how to save the funds for additional help. They need an equipment reserve line in 

their budget.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy asked about the $80,000 and noted they were not requesting the 

additional funds for office help. She asked about Veterans Relief amount is $7300 versus 

the $28,000 last year. They had to reduce the veteran’s relief expenses in order to bring the 

budget down to balance with the $60,000 revenue.  

 

The housing rentals 1750 under 80000 was reduced to make sure balanced budget. In 

2016 3500 but was cut in half due to ssvf and funds cannot be used in other areas. The 

reductions in direct service benefits are covered in other programs. All direct benefits to the 

veterans have been reduced except for the fuel line.  

 

Commissioner DeTro discussed his mother’s grandmother and aunt having been at Pearl 

Harbor and wondered how to preserve the flag that was hand sewn. He would like to 

preserve it in the triangle box. He asked about disposing flags and asked how that is taken 

care of. Mr. Thiele stated he works with the veterans to take care of them.  The American 

Legion also provides the service. Two boxes will be dropped off. 

 

Mr. Thiele stated how grateful he is for Mr. Fritts to be part of the program.  

 

Mr. White thanked the commissioners for stopping by the Fair booth and talking with him 

and communicating thankfulness for their time.  

 

Quarterly Update – Tonasket VA Clinic – Tosha Tibbs 

  

Update Public Works Administration – Ben Rough 

 

Mr. Rough provided his agenda. 

 

Temporary Employee  

Affordable Care Act 

Mr. Rough stated a meeting was held to clear any confusion about the Act. It went well. He 

wondered if certain rules applied to a part time employee versus a temporary employee. He 

believes the rules may not be applied correctly and would like an opinion from Rocky 

Jackson and also reach out to the union to acknowledge the process. Can he just reach out 

to Union or Rocky Jackson should he need to or would the board prefer he receive 
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individual direction on issues he would like opinion for. Commissioner Kennedy would like 

him to clarify the issues with Rocky Jackson first before discussing the issue with Union. Mr. 

Rough believes he handles the Union with care and tact in order to avoid future problems. 

There are many moving parts and many people involved who all need to be well informed 

about the situation.  

 

Engineering Technician Assistant 

Mr. Rough stated Anna Randall has filled the position from the Planning Dept. He believe 

she will be a good addition to the office in Public Works.  

 

WSDOE Landfill Closure Meeting  

Mr. Rough explained about a month ago he met with Parametrix and ecology and Gary 

George with the primary focus was to discuss why the Ellisforde landfill is taking so long to 

close. We are at the 20 year mark with no contamination. They acknowledged it as a 

legitimate question. They wanted to take some well tests to ensure no ground water 

contamination. There are a couple wells nearby but do not expect any issues. We looked at 

our own wells in proximity to the landfill as well as contacted neighbors who have wells. 

One neighbor has several wells who has agreed to the testing. Once the testing is 

completed then ecology will agree with closing the landfill. There is no contamination issue, 

this is only a technicality to finalize. If everything goes well the test will be completed in a 

couple months and then we can work on closure tasks.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy asked about the water samples that we have been taking all along 

and wonders why additional testing is required. Commissioner Campbell stated our well 

does not show any issues, yet it appears ecology wants to change the rules and have us 

provide additional testing of different wells near the landfill.  Commissioner Campbell would 

like the timeline, expectations articulated so we are not playing this game indefinitely.  

Commissioner Campbell directed Mr. Rough to get a plan in writing.  

 

Sam Martin of Conconully has been playing phone tag with Mr. Rough so he has discussed 

the issues with the sewer system with other city staff. He is hard to get a hold of him.  

 

Phone and Computer System Contractor 

Mr. Rough explained the changes with the vendor for the phone and computer system 

changes that need to be made. Telco contractor is not taking business anymore, so another 

will need to be secured. It appears, Jerad Duncan of Intrigue Communications, may be the 

replacement vendor.  
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Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (1)(g) 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to go into executive session at 11:50 a.m. for 15 minutes 

inviting Debi Hilts and Ben Rough to discuss the performance of a public employee. Motion 

seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Executive session ended at 12:05 p.m. no decisions were made.  

 

Isabelle Spohn arrived at 1:28 p.m. 

Gina McCoy arrived at 1:32 p.m. 

 

Public Hearing – Administrative Review – Code OCC 20 – Planning  

Albert Lin, Angie Hubbard, John Hayes, Karen Renenu Mazama Advisory Committee 

 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up to staff.  

 

Director Huston stated the public hearing is to consider a new chapter to the county code 

chapter 20 regarding development permit procedures administration.  He provided some 

history. The objective is to put into one title the permit review which was focused in chapter 

17. After the adoption of growth management act another title was adopted which created 

timelines and requirements for permit review. All GMA counties were required to adopted 

standards by 1995. Non GMA could but did not have to. The draft today is permit reviews 

that bring several titles under its jurisdiction. The commissioners desired to put this out to 

public review. The chapter was reviewed and gone over. There are sections that are bare, 

but recommended consistency.  

 

This code section would need to recognize the different permit processes for SEPA. We 

don’t want to elevate SEPA to a permit process. 

 

Comments received from the public were recognized in the draft. How much of an umbrella 

does the board wish to create. A draft ordinance was not drafted nor were findings, but 

those will come once additional direction is given today. He recommended the board 

continue the public hearing in order to take in any public comment and keep the record 

open.  

 

The sign-up sheet was circulated.  

Commissioner DeTro closed staff and opened up to the public.  

 

Isabell Spohn stated a few things that jumped out for her. She did not spend much time 

reviewing. Notice should include public attendance. The county passed a resolution that 

allows cannabis farms from operating. She commented about the in stream flows etc, 

conditions of approval should be allowed. Following the statutes and providing peer review 

could be added to protect the public from natural events such as landslides, and use current 
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best available science should be used. She testified that another public hearing should be 

held. Title 20 should abide by state law. 

 

John Hayes testified. He explained that he trusts the county has adequate legal counsel to 

address the conflicts.  

 

Commissioner DeTro invited some discussion from the board in regards to the things he 

outlined. He opened up the discussion to the board.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy asked about the water and sewer section. If we exclude it, is it 

covered somewhere else? Director Huston stated installers license onsite sewer regulations 

all are under Public Health. Title 13 is a holdover from when the Public health fell under the 

county, we might consider repealing it. Commissioner Campbell stated water is also under 

their purview. If the commissioners wish to bring SEPA processes in line with the proposed 

provisions, we must know what we need to do with that. It is a process that informs other 

decisions. If in fact would it alter timelines to document currently with ecology?  

 

Commissioner Campbell stated he will step back and review the information and moved to 

continue the public hearing to 

 

Vesting was discussed. One issue is the pre-application meeting which is tied to vesting. 

Case law has expanded a bit, if we require someone to come to a pre-application meeting 

then at that time is when the vesting period begins. A finer legal point we might want to 

explore. Before we go back to requiring that we must be comfortable with what vesting is a 

timelines. Exploration of these issues can be scheduled. 

 

Commissioner Campbell moved to continue the public hearing to October 10, 2016 at 1:30 

p.m.  during the Director of Planning study session. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, 

motion carried.  

 

Public hearing was closed but public comment remained open. 

 

Update Planning 

Director Huston provided timelines. 

 

Administrative Study Session 
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Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (1)(g) 

Commissioner Campbell moved to go into executive session at 2:05 p.m. for 30 minutes to 

discuss Performance of a public employee inviting Perry Huston. Motion was seconded, all 

were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Executive session ended at 2:325 p.m. no decisions were made.  

 

Director Huston discussed the remaining issues regarding Tonasket EMS District 

employees and  

 

Commissioners discussed the convening of the Board of Volunteer Firefighters. The County 

Auditor did, in writing, designate the Clerk of the Board on the Board of Volunteer 

Firefighters as the Auditor designee.  

 

Commissioner Campbell moved to adjourns as the BOCC and convene as the Board of 

Volunteer Firefighters. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve the claim from Tonasket EMT Wendy Burks and 

authorized the chairman and secretary to sign the report and send it in. Motion seconded, 

all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve the claim from Tonasket EMT Glenna Brown 

and authorized the chairman to sign the report and secretary to obtain the remaining 

signatures. Motion seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Commissioner Campbell moved to adjourn as the Board of Volunteer Firefighters and 

reconvene as the BOCC. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Juvenile Detention Center 

Commissioner Kennedy would like to move forward with the Juvenile Detention project. 

Director Huston explained the next steps. The resolution is drafted and commissioners have 

reviewed. Commissioner Kennedy discussed adding that the vote of the people will be 

requested at a future time.  

 

The board reviewed the resolution and findings of fact in the matter of Juvenile Detention 

facilities. Some changes were recommended.  

 

Director Huston will put together a contract for services for the Grandstand project. Cotner 

will be notified as the winning bidder. A draft will be provided for review in the near future.  

 

The Work plan is a work in progress and if it would be of value he can put together a list of 

things to be accomplished before the end of the year. 
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Commissioner Kennedy discussed a different building or new building at the fairgrounds is 

being discussed and a group is planning on building the building and they are going to the 

Berg Brothers to ask for funding. It is the county’s intention to go to the Berg Brother to 

request funding for the two projects, grandstands and bathroom. The board would like 

Director Huston to follow up on the project. There needs to be a coordination of efforts. The 

board would like him to explore the issue and report back. Ordinarily you don’t build things 

on government property without a public process.  

 

Isabelle Spohn left the hearing room at 3:44 p.m. 

 

The board discussed with the Clerk of the Board, Kathleen Descoteaux, Tanya Craig, and 

Debi Hilts the remodel of the commissioners’ wing in order to accommodate all staffing in 

the commissioners end of the building. The current HR office and Commissioner Campbell 

offices will be turned into three offices for commissioners in order to make room for the 

addition of a clerk in the front office and provide the Risk Manager with a lockable office.  

 

The board is in support of the changes proposed.  

  

Review Meeting Minutes and Approve   

 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve September 26, 2016 meeting minutes. Motion 

seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Commissioners adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 

 


